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portant communications that reach him by post or wire,
respecting which, as a rule, he immediately gives the
necessary instructions. Shortly before or after this meal
personal affairs are discussed with officials of the estate,
farmers and peasants of Varzin, and any workpeople
engaged on the premises, important political questions
being subsequently considered and disposed of. Be-
tween 1 and 2 P.M., if the weather is favourable, he
usually takes a drive in an open carriage or a long ride
sometimes to inspect a new building or plantation, to
see the progress made by the labourers, to watch the
fishing in one of the ponds in the wood, or to look in at
the paper mills, and frequently also for the mere sake of
exercise and fresh air. Visits to or from the neighbours
seem to occur very rarely, perhaps because of political
differences.

Before his stay at Varzin in the summer and autumn
of 1877 the Chancellor found it difficult to ride far, and
galloping in particular affected him very much. The
Gastein waters brought about an improvement in this
respect. In the expedition to Annenhof on Sunday, the
two horsemen galloped for a considerable distance both.
at the beginning and end of the ride. With the exception
of a few short breaks they were nearly four hours in the
saddle.

Dinner begins between 5 and 6 in the evening,
and during my stay at Varzin it usually continued up
to 7 o'clock, the conversation being as a rule very
bright and sometimes most memorable. When dinner
was over the Prince would join his hands together as if
he were offering up a short prayer. After dinner nearly
an hour is spent in the billiard-room over a cup of coffee.
Here the Chancellor, as already mentioned, generally
sits by the stove, smokes a couple of pipes of tobacco,